
CITYOFAUBURN
PUBLICWORKSCOMMITTEE

November16 2009

DRAFTMINUTES

I CALLTOORDER

ChairmanRichWagnercalledthemeetingtoorderat306pm inCouncilChambers locatedon
thefirstfloorofAuburnCityHall 25WestMainStreet Auburn Washington Committeemembers
presentwere ChairmanRichWagner ViceChairGeneCerino andMemberSueSinger Also
presentduringthemeetingwere MayorPeterB Lewis PublicWorksDirectorDennisDowdy
CityEngineerAssistantDirectorDennisSelle AssistantCityEngineerIngridGaub Utilities
EngineerDanRepp MaintenanceandOperationsManagerRandyBailey EngineeringAide
AmberMund ProjectEngineerRyanVondrak TrafficEngineerPabloPara Transportation
PlannerGrantsManagerChrisHankins PrincipalPlannerElizabethChamberlain Transportation
PlannerTiffinGoodman WaterUtilityEngineerCynthiaLamothe SanitarySewerEngineerBob
Elwell StormDrainageEngineerTimCarlaw UtilitiesCivilEngineerJoelChalmers Finance
DirectorShelleyColeman CityAttorneyDanHeid ChiefofPoliceJimKelly AssistantPlanning
DirectorKevinSnyder FinancePlanningManagerKarenJester SeniorPlannerChrisAndersen
AssociateCityAttorneyAllisonStanhope MartinChaw FCSGroupConsultant CitizenWayne
Osborne andDepartmentSecretaryJenniferRigsby

ChairmanWagnerannouncedthatMemberSingerwouldbeapproximatelyanhourlatetothe
meeting

II CONSENTAGENDA

A APPROVALOFMINUTES

ChairmanWagnerstatedMemberSingermadearequest viaemail thattheminutesbe
modifiedtoreflectherrecommendationthattheTIPProject 31beupdatedtoincludebicycle
safety DirectorDowdystatedtheminutesreflecttherequest TheCommitteereviewedthe
minutesanddiscussedtherecommendationtochangethetitleoftheProject TrafficEngineer
Paraverifiedthetitleoftheprojecthadbeenchangedandthedescriptionupdatedtoreflect
theemphasisonbicyclesafety

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyChairmanWagner thattheCommittee
approvethePublicWorksCommitteeminutesfordate November2 2009

Motioncarried20
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B APPROVERIGHTOFWAYUSEPERMITNO 0940FORTHEAUBURNPROFESSIONAL
PLAZAAWNINGS

EngineeringAideMundwaspresent TherewerenoquestionsfromtheCommittee

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyChairmanWagner thattheCommittee
approveRightofWayUsePermitNo 0940fortheAuburnProfessionalPlazaAwnings

Motioncarried20

thC PERMISSIONTOAWARDCONTRACTNO 0915FORPROJECTNO CP0815 S277
RECONSTRUCTIONPROJECTPHASEIII MARYOLSONFARMMATERIALS
PROCUREMENTTOBERNARDCOMMERCIAL INC ONTHEIRLOWBIDOF 5710170
PLUSWASHINGTONSTATESALESTAXOF 542466FORATOTALCONTRACTPRICE
OF 6252636

AssistantCityEngineerGaubwaspresent TherewerenoquestionsfromtheCommittee

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyChairmanWagner thattheCommittee
recommendCouncilgrantpermissiontoawardContractNo 0915forProjectNo CP0815 S

th277 ReconstructionProjectPhaseIII MaryOlsonFarmMaterialsProcurementtoBernard
CommercialInc

Motioncarried20

E APPROVEAMENDMENTNO 2TOCONSULTANTAGREEMENTNO AGC292WITHINCA
THENGINEERS INC FORENGINEERINGSERVICESFORPROJECTNO CP0701 8

STREETNEANDRSTREETNESIGNAL

ProjectEngineerVondrakexplainedthattheamendmentincludesthecompletionoftheproject
plansandspecifications thusreadyingtheprojecttogoouttobid Vondrakanswered
questionsaskedbytheCommitteeregardingthecostestimatefortheprojectdesign
ChairmanWagneraskedifthefederalgrantfundswouldneedtobereturnedifworkonthe
projectwasended Vondrakconfirmedthefundswouldhavetobereturned Vondrakstated
thatiftheprojectwasendedatthistimeandresumedatalaterdate theCitywouldneedto
seektheservicesofaconsultanttoincorporatethechangesmadetotheprojectsdesign

thsuchastherechannelizationof8 StreetNE expansionofthefiberopticundergroundingfor
theIntelligentTransportationSystem ITS andrelocationofthesignaltotheCitysexisting
RightofWay ViceChairCerinonotedthatiftheprojectispostponedthereisno
guaranteeingthatfederalgrantfundswouldstillbeavailableorthatthisprojectwouldbe
successfulinobtaininggrantfunds AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSellecommenteditmay
alsoaffecttheCitysabilitytoobtainfuturegrantsonotherprojects

ChairmanWagnerrequestedthatdiscussioncontinuewhenMemberSingerwaspresent
ViceChairCerinoagreed

TheCommitteeresumeddiscussiononProjectNo CP0701 DirectorDowdysuggested
discussionbeginwithabriefingonthenewchannelizationplan Usingavicinitymap Project
EngineerVondrakexplainedthelocationofthesignalpoleonthesoutheastcornerhastobe
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movedintoexistingCityRightofWayduetotheinabilitytoobtaintheRightofWaywherethe
signalpolewasoriginallyintendedtobelocated MemberSingeraskedhowchannelization
wouldbeaffectedbyrelocatingthesignalpole TrafficEngineerParastatedthe
rechannelizationisseparatefromthesignaldesignandcanmoveforwardregardlessofany
decisiononthesignalbeinginstalled Parasaidtherechannelizationcreatesseparate
benefitstothecorridor suchasefficiencyandLevelofServicebetweenMStreetNEand

th104 Street Theroadcurrentlyhastwowestboundlanesandoneeastboundlane The
proposedplanistocreatetwoeastboundlanes thuseliminatingonewestboundlane
becausethereisamuchheaviertrafficfloweastboundinboththeAM andthePM hours

thintotheLeaHillarea Theproposalwillmakethedualleftturnlanesattheintersectionof8
StreetNEandHarveyRoadmoreefficientaswell AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSellesaid

ththerewillbeasignificantbenefitattheintersectionof8 StreetNEandHarveyRoadforlittle
cost

ChairmanWagnerdiscussedthelimitedaccesstotheapartmentcomplexesonthenorthside
thof8 StreetNE ProjectEngineerVondrakansweredquestionsaskedbyMemberSinger

regardingtheprojectbudget MemberSingeraskedifRightofWaywouldneedtobe
acquiredfortherechannelization ParaanswerednoadditionalRightofWaywouldneedto
besecuredatthistime

TheCommitteediscussedthebenefitsofthesignalatRStreetNEversustheinconvenienceit
maycreatefordriversandresidentsoftheapartmentcomplexes AssistantDirectorCity
EngineerSelleansweredquestionsaskedbyMemberSingerregardingthepossible
reallocationofthefederalfundsasdoneonotherprojects Sellepointedoutthatinthose
situationstheprojectdesigneffortshadnotstartedfortheoriginalproject Sellealsospoke
abouttheCityfundsthathavealreadybeeninvestedintheprojectandthecoststhatwouldbe
incurredbystartingdesignonadifferentproject Sellecommentedthatthereasonthegrant
fundswereassignedtotheRStreetprojectwastocreateasafecrossingforpedestriansand
addressturnmovementconcernsoffofRStreet

TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedsomeofthealternativesthatwereconsideredtocreate
thsafecrossingsforpedestrianson8 StreetNE

CitizenWayneOsborneaddressedtheCommittee commentingontheneedforasignalatR
ththStreetNEand8 StreetNEtoenablesafeleftturnsfromRStreetNEonto8 StreetNE

TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedfutureincreasesintrafficflowonRStreetNE The
Committeediscussedthesafetyofpedestrianscrossingattheintersection MemberSinger
statedshewasmoreinfavoroftheprojectnowduetofutureincreasesintrafficonRStreet
NEandforpedestriansafety ChairmanWagnerrequestedadditionalaccidentdatabe
providedtotheCommitteeforreview

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyMemberSinger thattheCommittee
recommendCouncilapproveAmendmentNo 2toContractNo AGC292forProjectNo

thCP0701 8 StreetNEandRStreetNESignal

Motioncarried30
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III ISSUES

A RESOLUTIONNO 4543SETTINGTHETIMEANDDATEFORAPUBLICHEARING
BEFORETHECITYCOUNCILONTHE20102015TRANSPORTATIONIMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM

TransportationPlannerGrantsManagerHankinsandTrafficEngineerParawerepresent
ChairmanWagneraskedifanopenhouseregardingtheTransportationImprovementProgram
TIP hadbeenheld TransportationPlannerGrantsManagerHankinsansweredopenhouses
arenotnormallyheldfortheTIP AssistantDirectorCityEngineerSellestatedthereareopen
housesconductedfortheComprehensivePlansbutfortheTIPonlyaPublicHearingisheld
ChairmanWagneraskedifstafffeltanopenhousewouldgenerateusefulpublicinput
HankinsreportedtherehasbeenlittleinterestorcommentontheTIPinpastyears Traffic
EngineerParastatedthatbecausetheupdatetotheTIPhasbeenconcurrentwiththe
ComprehensiveTransportationPlanupdatetherehasbeenpublicparticipationandtheTIP
wasalsopresentedtotheTransportation Transit andTrailsCommitteeforcomment
ChairmanWagnerspokeaboutthepublicinputregardingtransportationthathasbeen
gatheredthroughtherecentNeighborhoodMeetings

ItwasmovedbyViceChairCerino secondedbyChairmanWagner thattheCommittee
recommendCouncilapproveResolutionNo 4543

Motioncarried20

IV DISCUSSIONANDINFORMATION

A 2009COMPREHENSIVEPLANAMENDMENTS PLANNINGCOMMISSION
RECOMMENDATIONSANDUPDATESTOTHETRANSPORTATIONCOMPREHENSIVE
PLAN

PrincipalPlannerChamberlainaskediftherewereanyquestionsfromtheCommittee

ChairmanWagneraskedforasummaryofthePlanningandCommunityDevelopment
CommitteediscussiononCPM 5 theprivatelyinitiatedrequesttochangepropertylocatedat

th800CStreetNW attheintersectionofAStreetNWand10 StreetNW fromlightcommercial
tolightindustrial AssistantPlanningDirectorSnyderstatedthatthePlanningandCommunity
DevelopmentCommitteetookapositionoppositefromthePlanningCommission
recommendationanddidnotsupportthechangeinzoningrequestedbytheapplicant Snyder
saidtheCommitteefeltthechangewouldnotbeconsistentwiththeintentoftheNorthern
AuburnBusinessDistrictPlanandareevaluationoftheplanshouldbeconductedpriortoany
individualsitespecificchangesbeingmade

ThePublicWorksCommitteereviewedthemapamendmentsfromtheir2009Comprehensive
PlanWorkingBinders TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedtheimpactthatthefutureA
StreetBStreetNWCorridorprojectwillhaveonthepropertyinquestion PrincipalPlanner
ChamberlainstatedthatintheEconomicDevelopmentStrategiesDocument theareaisan
extensionofDowntownandwiththecorridorcomingthroughstafffeltthisisnotthemost
opportunetimetochangethezoningtolightindustrial ChairmanWagneragreed Assistant
CityEngineerGaubansweredquestionsaskedbyViceChairCerinoregardingthehalfstreet
constructionincludedintheAStreetBStreetNWCorridorProject TheCommitteeandstaff
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discussedaccesstothepropertyat800CStreetNW whichisisolatedbywetlands Vice
ChairCerinovoicedsupportforthePlanningCommissiondecision ThePublicWorks
CommitteegaveamixedreactiontoCPM 5

PrincipalPlannerChamberlainstatedtherewereupdatestotheComprehensive
TransportationPlantobepresentedbyTransportationPlannerGoodman Transportation
PlannerGoodmanansweredquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregardingRiverviewHigh
SchoolandIlalkoElementarySchoolnotbeingwithintheSafeWalkingRouteareas
ChairmanWagneraskedthatthelasttwosentencesofthesectionregardingthetwoschools
onpage34bestrickenfromtheplan

TheCommitteeaskedthatthediscussionregardingthebicycleroutesbepostponeduntil
MemberSingersarrival

TheCommitteeresumedreviewoftheDraftComprehensiveTransportationPlan Member
Singerhadnoadditionalcomments

B WATERDISTRICT 111COVINGTONWATERDISTRICTINTERIMSALESAGREEMENT
EXTENSION

WaterUtilityEngineerLamothestatedtheCitycurrentlyhasanagreementwiththewater
districtswhichisupforrenewalandthedistrictsneedtobegivennotificationofwhetherornot
theCitywillextendtheexistingagreementorenterintoanewagreement Lamothesaid
duringdiscussionswiththedistricts itbecameapparentthatthedistrictswerelookingfor
certaintyoffuturerates foratleast12years tobeincludedintheagreementforbudgetary
purposes

ChairmanWagneraskedhowmuchthedistrictsaccountforintotalproduction WaterUtility
EngineerLamotheansweredapproximately20 ChairmanWagneraskedhowmuchitis
costingtheCitytoprovidethewatertothedistrictsandwhatisthenetrevenueforthesaleof
thewater Lamotherespondedthattheutilitiesstaffcouldgatherthenetrevenuedataforthe
Committeetoreview

DirectorDowdystatedthatthedistrictsaretryingtodeterminewheretheywouldpurchase
waterfrom ifnotfromtheCity andthatiswhytheyarerequestingcertaintyofrates The
CommitteeandstaffdiscussedincreasesinquantityratesbasedontheConsumerPriceIndex
CPI ChairmanWagnervoicedhisoppositiontousingtheCPI

ChairmanWagnersuggestedextendingtheagreementforoneyearwitha10 rateincrease
forthisyear TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedrateincreasesbasedoncostofservice
ChairmanWagnerreferencedtheCostofServiceStudyfrom1998 DirectorDowdy
suggestedtellingthedistrictstheratewouldnotbelockedinuntiltheCitycompletesreviewof
theUtilityRateStudyandthecostofservicefiguresbutthatthecostwouldnotexceeda
determinedamount Lamotherepliedthedistrictswouldprobablybeinterestedinafirmer
amountfortheirbudgetaryplanning DirectorDowdythensuggestedextendingtheagreement
ataflat10 abovethisyearsrateuntilsuchtimetheCostofServiceStudyandRateStudyis
completeandthentheagreementcanberenegotiatedfor2011 TheCommitteeagreed

C UTILITYRATES REVENUEREQUIREMENTANALYSIS
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UtilitiesEngineerReppintroducedtheconsultantfromFCSGroup MartinChaw tothe
Committee Mr ChawdistributedcopiesoftheWater Sewer andStormwaterUtilityRevenue
NeedsAssessmentdraftedbyFCSGroup

Mr Chawstatedtherearethreetopicstobediscussed revenueneedsassessment the
resultsoftheanalysis andcommentsanddirectionfromtheCommitteebasedontheanalysis
results Chawreviewedthefivekeyfiscalpoliciesthatwereaddressedwhenconductingthe
financialanalysis operatingreserve capitalreserve systemreinvestmentfunding debt
servicecoverage anddebtmanagement Chawexplainedthatthereasontherangesforthe
recommendedpracticesforoperatingreservedifferbetweenthethreeutilitiesisduetothe
volatilityofeachutility andtherecommendedpracticesarerecommendedindustrystandards

Mr Chawexplainedtherecommendedpracticeforcapitalreserveistomaintainaminimum
balanceequalto1 ofthesystemfixedassets Thatamountcanbeusedasacontingency
forunanticipatedrepairs asneeded UtilitiesEngineerReppansweredquestionsaskedby
ChairmanWagnerregardingthebalanceof 1Mthatiscurrentlymaintainedascapital
reserve
ChairmanWagneraskedwhatthe1 ofsystemfixedassetswouldamountto Mr Chaw
answeredthatfortheWaterUtility the1 wouldamounttoapproximately 60000000 for
theSewerUtilitytheamountwouldbeapproximately 60000000 andforStormwateritwould
beanestimated 40000000

Chawdescribedtheconceptofsystemreinvestment depreciation funding statingastheCity
isconstructingnewcapitalfacilitiesonethingtoconsiderissettingasidemoniesforfuture
replacementofthoseassets Chawsaidthepracticeofmanyindustriesistofunditat100
ofthedepreciation TheCityhasnotfundeddepreciationasageneralpracticeinthepast
Chawreportedthepolicyoffundingdepreciationisfairlyexpensiveandalthoughcitiesare
movingtowardthepolicy notmanyarecurrentlyfundingdepreciation Theconsultants
recommendationfortheCityofAuburnistophaseinfundingovera10yearperiodstartingin
2010 MemberSingeraskedifthepolicywouldimproveratestability Mr Chawanswered
thatitwould ChairmanWagnerstateditmaynotbetherighttimetostartfunding
depreciationbecauseofthecurrentrecessionandalsotheneedtofundalargenumberof
capitalprojects ChawrespondedtoquestionsaskedbyDirectorDowdyregardingthenetof
debtexpression Chawexplainedthepurposeofdepreciationfundingistolessenthe
dependenceondebttofundcapitalimprovements Chawdiscussedthethreeoptionsin
depreciationfunding MemberSingervoicedhersupportofdepreciationfundingand
ChairmanWagnervoicedhisopposition

TheCommitteediscussedthefundingoptions ThecurrentmethodtheCitypracticesisnotto
fundcapitalfacilitydepreciation ViceChairCerinospokeabouttheeffectthatraisingratesto
funddepreciationmayhaveontheCitysseniorpopulationandtheirabilitytopayhigherrates
astheywouldifincreasedasrecommendedbyStaff MemberSingeraskedwhatthesenior
discountforutilitiesis FinanceDirectorColemananswered50 ViceChairCerinospokeof
hisconcernforcitizenslivingonlimitedincome ChairmanWagnercommentedhisprimary
concernistoavoidtoolargeofautilityrateincreaseandhisgoalistoreviewoperatingand
capitalcoststofindwaystokeeprateincreasesaslowaspossible

Mr Chawcontinued explainingthefourthkeyfiscalpolicy debtservicecoverage Debt
servicecoverageistheamountofmoneysetasideasreservetoshowbondholdersthatthe
Cityhasthefinancialresourcestocoverdebtservicepayments Mr Chawrespondedto
questionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregardingtheamountofrevenueneededforcoverage
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ofbonddebtserviceandthebenefitsofincreasingtherateofcoverage Mr Chawdescribed
theholisticviewunderwriterstakewhenmakingthedecisiontoissuebonds FinanceDirector
ColemanrespondedtoquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregardingfiguringdebt
coverageandtheinclusionofsystemdevelopmentchargesandcalculatingnetincome Mr
Chawstatedthatinfinancialmodeling FCSGroupmodelscoverageincludingsystems
developmentchargesandexcludingsystemdevelopmentcharges ChairmanWagner
supportedincludingsystemdevelopmentchargesaspartoftheCityspolicy TheCommittee
agreed

Mr ChawspokeaboutdebtmanagementandhowtheCapitalImprovementsPlan CIP is
fundedbetweendebtandcashreservesoverasixyearperiod Therecommendedpracticeis
tomaintainaratioof50 debtand50 cash ChairmanWagnersaidthata5050ratiois
considerablymoreaggressivethantheCityhasbeeninthepastandissomethingforthe
Committeetoconsider ChairmanWagneraskedifthedebtwasextendedfrom20yeardebt
to30yearwouldthataffectthedebtmanagementcalculations Mr Chawanswereditwould
lowerthedebtservicecostandexplainedhowthepolicywasmodeled ChairmanWagner
askedifitwouldbebeneficialtoincludeareferencetothelengthofthedebtpreferredbythe
City Mr Chawdiscussedthecalculatedrisksinvolvedinextendingthedebt FinanceDirector
Colemanspokeabouttheinterestraterisksthatgenerallyapplyto30yeardebt Chairman
WagnersuggestedincludingastatementoftheCityspreferenceforshorterterm lower
interestratedebt Colemanagreed Colemansuggestedstrengtheningthecapitalreserveto
above 1M UtilitiesEngineerReppstatedtheamountofcapitalreservewillbereviewed

Mr ChawreviewedtheWaterCIPAnnualSpendingPlangraphwiththeCommittee TheCIP
for20092014is 368Mand72 oftheCIPspendingwilloccurduringthefirst3years The
majorprojectsplannedforthose3yearsinclude watersupplyintertie Well 1Rehabilitation
theLakelandHillsBoosterPumpStationandtheLesGoveWaterlineReplacement

ChairmanWagnerstatedthatthewaterdemandmayhavechangedsincethedecreasein
homeconstructionandsuggestedsomeofthewatersupplydrivenprojectscurrentlyintheCIP
maybepostponed

Mr ChawdiscussedthetotalfundingsourcesfortheCIP Chawansweredquestionsasked
byChairmanWagnerregardingthepercentageofsystemdevelopmentcharges Chairman
Wagneraskedthatstaffverifytheaccuracyofthesystemdevelopmentcharges Mr Chaw
pointedouttherevenuegeneratedfromsystemdevelopmentchargeisvolatileanddifficultto
predict MemberSingerrecommendedusingthePlanningDepartmentsgrowthestimates
PrincipalPlannerChamberlainrespondedtoquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregarding
businessgrowthestimates

Mr Chawspokeaboutthewateroperatingexpenseforecast Thepurposeoftheforecastisto
identifyannualshortfallanddeterminetheannualrateadjustmentsrequiredtomeetcashflow
anddebtcoverageandavoidtoomuchinconveniencetoratepayersduetofrequentrate
changes Mr Chawdescribedtheprocessusedtodeveloptheforecast

TheCommitteeandstaffreviewedtheannualwateroperatingforecastversusexisting
revenuesgraph Mr Chawexplainedthatthetotalrevenuesaresufficienttofundcurrent
operatingexpensesanddebtservicesbutiftheCityisconsideringaCIPthatwouldcausethe
acquisitionofnewdebt thereisaneedforarateadjustment Mr Chawdiscussedthenext
graph whichdemonstratedthetotalrevenuegeneratedwithanannual98 rateadjustment
startingin2010 The98 rateincreaseiscalibratedtomakesuretheCityhasenoughfunds
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tocoveritsbaseoperatingcostsplustheanticipatedcostofnewdebtserviceaswellas
systeminvestmentfundingandreserveoperatingfunds Mr Chawansweredquestionsasked
byChairmanWagnerabouttheforecasted4 increaseoflaborcosts ViceChairCerino
commentedthatanannual5 increasewouldlikelyfundeverythingwiththeexceptionof
systemreinvestment Mr Chawreportedeach1 rateadjustmentgeneratesapproximately
7500000inrevenue

Mr Chawreviewedthegraphmeasuringtheimpactoftherecommended98 annualrate
adjustmenttothewatermonthlybillingform2009through2014forsinglefamilyresidential
Chawsaidthenextstep whichhasnotyetbeencomplete isacostofserviceanalysiswhich
mayshiftsomeoftherateincreaseawayfromsinglefamilyresidentialcustomerstoother
customerclasses Thismeansthe98 rateincreasemaynothavethesameweightacross
allcustomerclasses TheCommitteeexaminedthegraphshowingthecomparisonbetween
theCityssinglefamilyresidentialmonthlywaterbillingandthoseofsurroundingjurisdictions
ChairmanWagnerandViceChairCerinoexpressedastrongdesiretoreducethe
recommended98 rateadjustmentstonearer5 bypostponingsomecapitalprojects

Mr ChawsummarizedtheSewerCIPannualspendingplan TheSanitarySewerCIPis
valuedatabout 176Moverthenext7years Approximately67 oftheCIPspendingisto
occurinthefirst3yearsandthemajorprojectsincludetwopumpstationreplacementsand
annualrepairandreplacementsthroughoutthesystem ChairmanWagnerstatedthesewer
CIPisnotasbigofaconcernaswaterandspokeabouttheeffecttheMetrochargesfor
wastewatertreatmenthaveonCityrateincreases

Mr ChawreportedonthesewerCIPfundingsources TheCommitteereviewedthebargraph
demonstratingtheannualseweroperatingforecastandexistingrevenues Mr Chaw
answeredquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregardingtheannualrateincreases
programmedbyMetro

Mr ChawcomparedtheCityscurrentforecastedoperatingexpensesversusrevenuesforthe
sewerutility ThetotalcurrentrevenuesaresufficienttocovertheCityscashoperating
expensesplusmostoftheexistingMetrowastewatertreatmentsbutarenotsufficientto
financethecurrentdebtservice Mr ChawrespondedtoquestionsaskedbyChairman
WagnerregardingtheonetimeMetrorateadjustmentthatoccurredin2009 Tomeet
forecastedfinancialobligations a95 rateadjustmentisneededin2010 withanannualrate
increaseof116 startingin2011 Mr Chawdiscussedhowthecombinedutilityrevenue
meetsdebtservicepaymentsbutwhentheutilitiesareseparated thedebtserviceobligations
arenotmetinthesewerutility ChairmanWagnercommentedthattheCitysportionofratesis
relativelysmallcomparedtoMetrosothattheseCitypercentageincreaseswillnotbetoo
burdensomeforratepayersandthaturgentsewercapitalprojectswouldbemoredifficultto
postponethanwaterorstormwaterprojects

TheCommitteeandconsultantreviewedtheimpactofrateincreasestosinglefamily
residentialmonthlysewerbillingandthecomparisonofsinglefamilyresidentialsewerbillingto
otherjurisdictions

Mr ChawsummarizedtheStormwaterCIPannualspendingplan TheStormwaterCIPis
valuedatabout 209Moverthenext7years Approximately83 oftheCIPspendingisto

thoccurinthefirst4yearsandthemajorprojectsinclude30 StreetNEfloodrelief AuburnWay
floodrelief WhiteRiverStormPumpStationreplacement WMainStreetfloodrelied W
ValleyHighwayImprovements andthePeasleyCanyonCulvertreplacement
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Mr ChawreportedonthestormwaterCIPfundingsources TheCommitteereviewedthebar
graphdemonstratingtheannualstormwateroperatingforecastandexistingrevenues The
forecastedrevenueissufficienttofundtheoperatingexpensesthrough2011 TheNPDES
complianceexpensesarecomingonlinein2010 Tomeetforecastedfinancialobligations a
70 rateadjustmentisneededin2010 withannualrateadjustmentsof80 startingin
2011
DirectorDowdyandUtilitiesEngineerRepprespondedtoquestionsaskedbyChairman
WagnerregardingfacilitiesthatmayneedtobeupgradedtocomplywithNPDES Chairman
Wagnerrecommendedthekeyforthestormwateroperatingforecastversusadjusted
revenuesbechangedtoread NPDESOperatingComplianceExpenses ChairmanWagner
expressedastrongdesiretoreducetherecommended8 rateadjustmentstonearer5 by
postponingsomecapitalprojects

Mr Chawsaidthatthatintermsofratioforstormwatereach1 rateadjustmentwouldraise
approximately 5000000andeach1 forthesewerutilitywouldgenerateapproximately
3000000

TheCommitteeandconsultantreviewedtheimpactofrateincreasestosinglefamily
residentialmonthlystormwaterbillingandthecomparisonofsinglefamilyresidential
stormwaterbillingtootherjurisdictions ChairmanWagneraskediftherewererateincrease
alreadyprogrammedintothestormwaterutility Mr Chawanswered onlythroughtheyear
2010 ChairmanWagneraskedwhytheCitiesofKentandRentonsstormwaterutilitiesare
lowerthattheCityofAuburns consideringtheyarealsoValleyCities UtilitiesEngineerRepp
answeredthatKentandRentonareprobablynotasfaralongintheNPDESprocessas
AuburnandAuburnsoperatingcostsincludethecostsofroadsweepingandvegetation
managementprograms

Mr ChawandtheCommitteediscussedtheassumptionsthatwereusedforthecalculationsin
theassessment DirectorDowdyaskedMr Chawforadditionalinformationonwhatpercentof
thewaterutilityisfundedthroughsystemdevelopmentchargesinotherhighgrowthcities
ChairmanWagnersuggestedthesystemdevelopmentchargesbereviewedinthenextyear

ChairmanWagnersaidthenextstepindeterminingtheutilityrateincreaseisreviewoftheCIP
forprojecttiming ChairmanWagneraskedhowsoontheCouncilneedstoactonrate
increasesandhowsoonwilltheCityneedtoobtainbonds FinanceDirectorColeman
answeredthelongerittakestoactthegreatertheimpactfinanciallyandontheutilityfacilities
inneedofmaintenanceandrepair ChairmanWagneraskedUtilitiesEngineerReppfor
additionalcopiesofthewaterandstormwaterplanscapitalprojecttimingforCommittee
review

UtilitiesEngineerReppspokeaboutseparatingutilityoperatingcapitalinvestmentintodifferent
funds TheCommitteesupporteddoingso RepptoldCommitteethatstaffwouldbringback
revisedfinancialpoliciesatthenextmeeting

D COMPREHENSIVESTORMDRAINAGEPLANREVIEW

StormDrainageEngineerCarlawwaspresent Therewerenospecificquestionsfromthe
Committee ChairmanWagnerrequestedadisclaimersimilartotheoneherequestedforthe
ComprehensiveWaterPlanbeincludedintheComprehensiveStormDrainagePlan Carlaw
statedstaffiscurrentlyworkingonthedisclaimerthatwouldwarnreadersofthePlansthatthe
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CitymaynotacttoimplementtheUtilitiesCapitalImprovementPlansdependingupon
economiccircumstances amongotherconsiderations

E COMPREHENSIVESANITARYSEWERPLANREVIEW

SanitarySewerEngineerElwellwaspresent TherewerenoquestionsfromtheCommittee

ElwellreportedtherearereviewsthatareoutstandingfromtheDepartmentofEcologyand
KingCounty butmajorrevisionstotheplanarenotanticipated

F COMPREHENSIVEWATERPLANREVIEW

WaterUtilityEngineerLamothesummarizedtheprogressmadeontheComprehensiveWater
Plan ThedrafthasbeenreviewedbyboththePublicWorksCommitteeandthePlanningand
CommunityDevelopmentCommitteeandtheCommittees commentshavebeenincorporated
inthedraftplan Thedraftplanreceivedadeterminationofnonsignificancereviewfromthe
PlanningDepartmentandwasputoutforpublicandregulatoryagencyreview Comments
havebeenreceivedfromLakehavenWaterDistrict PierceCounty HighlineWaterDistrict
andmostrecently KingCounty Lamothediscussedstandardsthatapplytoareasoutsidethe
Citylimits inunincorporatedKingCounty ChairmanWagneraskedthattheCommittee
reviewtheresponsestothecommentsmadebytheotheragenciespriortoplanapproval

TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedclarifying fordevelopersandotherreadersofthePlans
thatthetiminginthecapitalplansisnotguaranteedbytheCitydependinguponeconomic
circumstances amongotherconsiderations

ChairmanWagnerrequestedsuchadisclaimerappearinseverallocationsinthe
comprehensiveplans MemberSingerandChairmanWagnerdiscussedincludingatimeline
statingwhenthecomprehensiveplanscanbereliedontomakedevelopmentplans Director
DowdystatedhewouldtrytodevelopthestatementrequestedbyChairmanWagner

G CAPITALPROJECTSTATUSREPORT

Item8 CP0907 2009ArterialPatchingProgram AssistantCityEngineerGaubreported
quantitiesarecominginunderwhatstaffwasexpectingsoareasthatcanbepatchedonWest

ththValleyHighway from15 StreetNWand29 StreetNW willbeincludedintheexisting
contractasweatherallows

H FLOODPREPAREDNESSSTATUSUPDATE

UsingaPowerPointpresentation DirectorDowdyupdatedtheCommitteeonthestatusofthe
thCitysfloodpreparednessmeasures Dowdyreportedthattheworkalongtheriverfromthe8

thStreetPorterBridgeto37 StreethasbeencompletedwiththeassistanceofEmergency
Management thecontractorandvolunteers TheowneroftheAuburn40platisextendingthe
leveefromKingCountyLeveeExtension5totheIStreetextension usingaprivatecontractor
Theworkisalmostcomplete Thereisacontractexecutedfortheworktobecompletedalong

thS277 StreetandMillCreek

DowdystatedmaterialshavebeenorderedfortheKingCountyworkontheeastsideofthe
GreenRiver withtheexceptionofthoseneededforthesouthsideoftheGolfCourse There
hasbeennochangeinthematerialsbeingusedsincethelastupdatetoCouncil Director
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DowdyspokeabouttheworkbeingdonebyKingCounty TheCommitteediscussedthe
barricadingofGreenRiverRoadintheeventofflooding

DirectorDowdysaidcurrentlytheCityisclosetotheworkingcostestimateforflood
preparednesswork TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedfundingfortheleveeprojectsandthe
potentialtoreallocatestormfunds

DowdysaidCitystaffhasmetwithresidentsandpropertyownersintheunprotected
neighborhoods keepingthemasuptodateaspossible

TheCommitteereviewedtheconceptualfloodwalldesignandphotographsoftheworkthat
hasbeencompleted

I TRANSPORTATIONBENEFITDISTRICTLEGISLATION

DirectorDowdybriefedtheCommitteeontheKingCountyDepartmentofTransportation
MeetingregardingtheestablishmentofaTransportationBenefitsDistrict TBD TheCounty
heldthemeetingtodiscusstheTBDoptionwiththecitieswithinthecounty Currently King
Countyhasfullybondedtheirexistingtransportationrevenuesandhasdeferredmuchneeded
maintenanceonfailingroads thereareshortspanbridgesthatareinneedofrepairandthis
leadtheCountytoconsiderformingaTBD TheCountywantstomoveaheadwithforminga
TBDinunincorporatedareasandaskedifthecitieswantedtojointheCounty thusforminga
completecountywideTBD Dowdyreportedtheresponsefromcityrepresentativeswasnot
favorable

DirectorDowdysaidtheStreetUtility ifpassedbythelegislature willmostlikelynotbe
applicabletocountiesandKingCountyisinurgentneedoftransportationfunding Dowdy
discussedtherevenuepicturefortheKingCountygeneralfundandbusrevenues The
Committeereviewedstatisticaldata providedbytheCounty regardingrevenuethatcouldbe
generatedbytheCitybyparticipatingintheTBD Dowdystatedmostcityrepresentatives
believedtheircouncilswouldnotbeinfavorofparticipatingatthistime givencurrentthe
economicclimate

ChairmanWagneraskedif inthefuture theCitydecidedtoformaTBD couldtheCitydoso
independently DirectorDowdyconfirmedtheTBDcouldbeformedindependentofthe
County TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedparticipatinginaTBDandincorporatinga 20
vehiclelicensingfee withtheCounty

TheCommitteeagreedtheywerenotinfavorofparticipationinacountywideTBDatthistime

TheCommitteeandstaffdiscussedthepotentialStreetUtilitycurrentlyintheStateLegislature
ChairmanWagnercommentedthattheValleyFireRegionalAuthoritywouldbeagoodmodel
foraportionofthedesignofaStreetUtility

J ORDINANCENO 6273AMENDINGSECTIONS1036190AND1036192OFTHEAUBURN
CITYCODERELATINGTOCOMMERCIALVEHICLEPARKINGANDRESIDENTIAL
PARKING

ChiefKellyreportedthatamendmentstotheCitycodewerepropelledbyenforcement
challengesandofficersinthefieldfindingitdifficulttociteinfractionsduetovarious
interpretationsofthecode KellystatedParkingEnforcementOfficers administrativestaffand
LegalDepartmentstaffmetandfashionedtherecommendedamendments TheMunicipal
ServicesCommitteehasmovedinfavoroftheordinance
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AssociateCityAttorneyStanhopeansweredquestionsaskedbyChairmanWagnerregarding
theparkingofunattachedtrailersandtheintentoftheordinance

TheCommitteewasinagreementwiththemotionmadebytheMunicipalServicesCommittee

K ORDINANCENO 6278 BUDGETAMENDMENTNO 3

FinanceDirectorColemandistributedOrdinanceNo 6278 Colemanansweredquestions
aboutthechangestotheArterialStreetsFund Colemandiscussedtheprojectsthatarebeing
movedoutto2010andtherevenuethatwillbegoingbackintothecapitalfund The

thordinanceisscheduledtogobeforeCouncilonDecember7

L RESOLUTIONNO 4545AUTHORIZINGTHEMAYORTOPROVIDENOTICEOFCOUNCIL
CONSIDERATIONOFANORDINANCEAUTHORIZINGCONDEMNATIONOFPROPERTY
TOWIDENAPORTIONOFSOUTHDIVISIONSTREET

CityAttorneyHeidstatedtheCityispursuingtheconstructionofthepromenadeandisinthe
processofmakingtheagreementsthatwillbenecessarytomoveforwardwiththeproject In
theeventagreementscannotbemade ResolutionNo 4545willallowtheCitytoseek
eminentdomaincondemnationofpartoftheRightofWay Heidpointedouttheresolution
authorizesnoticeandisonlythefirststepinthecondemnationprocesswhichwillbeusedonly
ifnecessaryandonCouncilapproval

CityAttorneyHeidansweredquestionsaskedbyViceChairCerinoregardingthelocationof
theproperty HeidsaidtheresolutionallowstheCitytogivenoticetopropertyownersthat
mightbeaffectedandisaresultofacourtordertonotifypropertyownersofpotential
condemnationsinadvanceofthedecisiontomoveforwardwithacondemnation Heid
commentedthenoticemaynotevenbenecessary Heiddiscussedthelimitationstothe
condemnationprocess

TheCommitteesupportedResolutionNo 4545

ADDITIONALDISCUSSION

ChairmanWagnerrequestedtheCommitteereviewtheEmergencyPreparednessPlanwith
EmergencyPreparednessManagerMiller

V ADJOURNMENT

TherebeingnofurtherbusinesstocomebeforethePublicWorksCommittee themeetingwas
adjournedat618pm

Approvedthis dayof 2009

RichWagner JenniferRigsby
Chairman PublicWorksDepartmentSecretary
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